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SAFEGUARDING POLICY (SP.2026)

1. SCOPE

This policy describes how Canine Massage Therapy Centre ensures that Safeguarding is implemented and complies with the law.

This policy is designed to help protect children and young people aged under 18 and vulnerable adults from any form of unacceptable behaviour including sexual misbehaviour, physical acts, inappropriate remarks, suggestive gestures, pictures, other materials, or other forms of abuse such as physical violence or bullying.

A vulnerable adult is a person “Who is or may be in need of community care services by reason of disability, age or illness; and is or may be unable to take care of or be unable to protect him or herself against significant harm or exploitation”. This definition of an Adult covers all people aged 18 years or over.

2. POLICY PRINCIPLES

All young and vulnerable people, regardless of age, ability, gender, race, religion, ethnic origin, social status or sexual orientation have the right to be protected from abuse. The rights, dignity and worth of all young people should always be respected. All allegations will be taken seriously and responded to quickly.

Those that deal with children, young people and vulnerable adults must:

· Take all reasonable steps to ensure the health, safety and welfare of any child, young person or vulnerable adult
· Ensure that any activities are appropriate to the age, maturity and ability of those participating
· Consistently display high standards of personal behaviour and appearance
· Ensure behaviour, language, gestures etc. are appropriate and above reproach
· Avoid spending time alone with children, young people or vulnerable adults including car journeys. Meetings with individuals should take place as openly as possible and always with the full knowledge of another responsible person
· Not make any unnecessary physical contact. If you accidentally hurt a child, young person or vulnerable adult, or cause distress in any way, report the incident as soon as possible. Parents/carers should also be informed of the occurrence
· The welfare of the child, young person or vulnerable adult is paramount.
· Those providing services for young people should have a procedure for handling child protection allegations consistent with current practice.
· All children without exception have the right to protection from abuse regardless of gender, ethnicity, disability, sexuality or beliefs
· No child or group of children must be treated any less favourably than others in being able to access services which meet their needs
· All allegations should be taken seriously and treated in accordance with child protection procedures.

3. PROCEDURES

Canine Massage Therapy Centre ensures that Safeguarding is implemented and complies with the law and encourages the sharing of information with the Tutoring team if it feels that anyone in contact with the company should fall within the context of this legislation so that steps may be implemented to protect the individual.

4. INFORMATION SHARING AND STORAGE

The Centre supports good practice in information sharing by offering clarity on when and how information can be shared legally and professionally, to achieve improved outcomes.  
 
Any information regarding a Learners vulnerability is kept within the Tutorial team and not shared with anyone else other than with relevant authorities with the express permission of the individual to ensure that their safety is always maintained. 
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